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The 25 Most Influential People in the Meetings Industry for 2018

Change Agents: Commission Cuts
-Steve Heitzner, chief sales and marketing officer, Americas, Marriott International
-Tracey Smith, CMP, CMM, executive director, SPIN: Senior Planners Industry Network

-David Bruce, founder and executive director, Meeting Planners Unite

Advocates: Human Rights

-Kiki J. Fox, president and co-founder, Association for Women in Events; Carrie Abernathy, CMP,
CEM and CSEP, past president and co-founder, AWE

-Sandy Biback, founder, Meeting Professionals Against Human Trafficking

-Tony Lorenz, CEO, AlliedPRA

Educators: Diversity

-Sherrif Karamat, president and CEO, Professional Convention Management Association

-Clara Carter, president and founder, Multi-Cultural Convention Services Network

-Etsuko Kawasaki, executive director, Japan National Tourism Organization and Japan Convention

Bureau

Innovators: Technology

-Craig Levine, global chief strategy officer, ESL

-Yma Sherry, vice president, North America, American Express Meetings & Events, American
Express Global Business Travel

-Sabrina Capannola, senior program manager, the World Bank

-Abi Mandelbaum, CEO and co-founder, YouVisit

Change Agents: Globalists

-Ben Goedegebuure, global general manager, Europe/Middle East/Africa, Maritz Global Events
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-Martin Sirk, CEO, the International Congress and Convention Association

Innovators: Safety and Security

-Marty MacKay, DMCP, president, Hosts Global Alliance; president, Association of Destination
Management Executives International

-Kevin Iwamoto, GLP, GTP, senior consultant, GoldSpring Consulting

-David DuBois, CMP, CAE, CTA, FASAE, president and CEO, the International Association of

Exhibitions and Event

Educators: Meetings Profession

-Merando, LLIF, FLMI, LUTCF, chair, Financial & Insurance Conference Professionals; director of
marketing, Frankenmuth Insurance

-Carl Winston, director, L. Robert Payne School of Hospitality & Tourism Management at San Diego
State University; managing director, the China Hospitality Education Initiative

-Silke Schlinnertz, head of operations and events, Euroheat & Power

Advocates: Industry Issues
-Jack Johnson, chief advocacy officer, Destinations International
-Thomas Reiser, executive director, International Society on Thrombosis and Haemostasis

-Hugh Riley, secretary general and CEO, Caribbean Tourism Organization
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